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BEYONDBLUE NATIONAL ROADSHOW’S BIG BLUE BUS —  
PERTH NORTH METRO MEDICARE LOCAL 

Statement by Member for Balcatta 
MR C.D. HATTON (Balcatta) [12.58 pm]: Recently, the beyondblue National Roadshow’s big blue bus visited 
Perth North Metro Medicare Local—PNML—in Osborne Park to raise awareness of mental health issues. Many 
of us know of people who are dealing with a mental health issue, and the big blue bus is well-known throughout 
Australia for raising awareness of mental health issues. PNML invited me, along with the Western Australian 
Mental Health Commissioner, Tim Marney, to greet the bus when it arrived in Main Street. A major focus of the 
visit was to encourage healthy workplace practices to reduce workplace stress, anxiety and depression. Mental 
health issues are prevalent in the workplace and the community and affect one in every five Australians. Things 
such as stress and anxiety, depression, alcohol and drug dependencies are all common types of mental illnesses, 
but there are also more complex issues such as bipolar, post-traumatic stress disorder, schizophrenia and others. 
Sometimes a person may experience more than one issue at the same time. Therefore, at some stage, we may 
have contact with someone in the workplace who is dealing with mental health issues. By learning more, we are 
better placed to help understand the issues that they face. 
I acknowledge the staff at PNML, Headspace and beyondblue. In particular, I acknowledge PNML chief 
executive, Terina Grace; executive assistant Belinda Jenkins; chair, Alistair Vickery; and clinical psychologist 
Ian Davan. The beyondblue big blue bus visit and function provided valuable information on how to reduce 
workplace stress.  
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